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RE -COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA POLICY AND ACTIVITY RE - LABOUR

INTRODUCTION

The following is an update, synopsis on subersive involvement in the
B.C. labour dispute, of Fall 1983, prepared for the 0 I/C "D-1" Ops.
It is placed on file for info purposes only. Msgs referred to are
available on

INFORMATION

Attached on this file are messages sent and received from BCASS on the
subversive involvement in the current labour strife in B.C. The intent
is to provide a cursory update on our investigative interests. We are
proposing that investigative efforts be centered on specific indi-
viduals within the CP of C, whom we believe are likely to play a role
in furthering the Party's interests in this dispute.

INDEX OF MESSAGE CONTENT.

1. SS(D)4872/489, of 83 11 02. Original HQ analysis of the influence
of our target groups on the Operation Solidarity coalition orga-
nized by the British Columbia Federation of Labour (BCFL)

Assessment indicated minimal role being played and
requested that information of any subversive involvement be for-
warded on a priority basis to respective desks.

2. BCSS(D)1270/27, of 83 11 14. BC area Labour Coordinator's response
to HQ assessment (#1). Agrees with assessment but states that
there are some questions remaining about the role of certain radi-
cal elements. Specifically mentions the BCGEU, Chief Negotiator,
Cliff ANDSTEIN and leftists within the Social Workers local who
had tried to overthrow the current union executive.

Refers to the lack of any hard intelligence identifying the posi-
tions of any file subjects within the committees of Operation
Solidarity, the decision making process within etc. States that
Operation Solidarity has assumed a political role as the chief
opposition to government restraint legislation. *Note - this msg
sent prior to the current tentative lull in the strikes, but warns
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of potential picket line confrontation if the dispute continues
and expands.

3. BCSS(D)1247/24, of 83 11 07. Party moving offices temporarily dur-
ing strike. BCGEU moving into facilities of the Union of Unem-
ployed Workers, which has significant input from CP of C. (BC Fed
withdrew support for the UUW because of the Party influence.)Note
- Move means a loss of source coverage for us.

Inv. Comments gives outline of issues in dispute.

4, Message detailing the Party resolution submitted by the CP of C
for the Solidarity Coalition. No info on who will introduce it for
the Party, within the Coalition. No info available on composition
or membership in the Coalition. It is however known that Party
member HEWISON is on the Steering Committee.

5. Report on a private meeting in a resturant between CP of C labour
secretary Fred WILSON and Teachers Federation, President Larry
KUEHN.

6. Party meeting to coordinate "flying pickets” by Party members to
ensure that school shutdown is as complete as possible.

7. HQ request to have "surveillance"” placed on WILSON to ascertain
through whom the Party will attempt to influence the stand of the
unions and or Solidarity Coalition, with respect to demands upon
the Socred government. *No direct response recieved as yet. (83 11
14) Information held on file ( ) which indicates there may be an
"active left caucus” within the Teachers Federation is reiterated
for BCAC, to indicate the areas which should be delved into when
investigating the degree of subversive influence.

HQ PROPOSALS FOR INVESTIGATION.

Discussions have been held with the Dwight DOWBIGGIN of the HQ Party
Desk on the possibility of recommending a narrower focus of inves-
tigation in Vancouver. Specifically, we have suggested that the main
thrust of the CP of C in the labour field is through the Action Caucus
(AC), which has been organized and in place for approximately two
years. While geared specifically to influence a more leftist stance at
the organizational level of major unions and conventions, it is also
dedicated, according to Party Central Committee documents, to direct-
ing the thrust of the trade union movement from “economic issues”
(bread and butter trade unionism) to "political issues"”.
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The trend in the BC situation has taken on a decidedly political fla-
vor, that is; the initial BCGEU walkout was prompted by opposiition to
"seniority rights" and proposed dismissals. As the strike escalated
however, the issue evolved into oppostion to the whole legislative
restraint package (26 Bills) tabled by the provincial government.

While the government responded to the "union issues"” (seniority) they
have not specifically addressed the "political issues” such as dissol-
ution of the Human Rights Commission, Provincial Gov't control over
local school boards, dissolution of the Rentalsman etc. These issues
are the target of the Operation Solidarity group and the Solidarity
Coalition. To back their political demands that the legislation be
scrapped, they have threatened future "political strikes".

It is this apsect which is likely to have been influenced by the Par-
ty's Action Caucus. We suggest that BCAC be requested to concentrate
coverage on Party members most likely involved in the influencing of
this Left - Action Caucus.

Fred Wilson Provincial Labour Secretary, CP of
C.

George HEWISON Secretary Treasurer of the United
Fisherman and Allied Workers Union (UFAW) possi-
ble provincial coordinator of the AC.

Dunc SHIELDS organizer for the UFAW, believed to
be the Secretary of the B.C. Provincial Trade Union Action
Caucus.

M Johnson, B526-A
_HQ 'D-1' Ops
83 11 15
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Document disclosed under the Access to Informatioh Act -

Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés & I'information

PH4@2 GOSN 11¢e€72 g-E CRET
ATE €2-11-14 TINE 11:14:41 ROUTINE
221 ECSS(T)1278/27
FROM: FID: DS2¢1 ISN: 11geg77? RECEIVED: 83-11-14 11:14:3¢

EQ AREA - T OPS

© STAIRS COPY

vEsSAGE DEsTInATIONS QL2281

NSR,EQDOE ,HQD22, VCRT
NOV 151383
%%CUSTODIAN OPS: ‘D2E”
2%T0: K o )
. ‘Dge’ HQ ‘ - ORIG
INFC: “D25° HQ - INFC COPY
BCSS(D)127¢/2% (CORRECTED COPY)
‘RE: LABOUK CONDITIONS —~ CANADA

%Z%ZINTROLUCTION :

1. This is in response to HQ message, SS(D)4872/4&¢ dated
1ce3 11 g¢g2. ’

ZXINVESTIGATOR S COKMENIS:
2. "We read the above roted report £

gjority of your commerts valid aph
that there was a degree of mlSQ"

th interest and foupd the

) accurate. We d4id, however, fe
’ceptlon about the power and
Yonr statement that the

is void of subversive 1nf1u=rce is e<<ent1a11v correct, oueveff‘
some concerr has been expressed in the past ebouﬁzcliff ANDSTEIN
who has risen to the position of fegotiator f
the urnion and the social workers local is composed of certain
radical element who several years ago, tried to overthrow the then
currert executive. Although this attempt was repelled and the gro

apparently elirinated, they still exist and are ;eady willing, an
atle tc stir the memtership. . R t
3. The issues currently causing labour unrest in th proyinceiare
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Document divulgué en vertu de la Loi sur I'accés a I'information

* PIT PH42Z,  OSN 1100872 SECRET
% DATE £3-11-14 TIME 11:14:41 ROUTINE
(7 PaGE gz FCSS(D)127g/27

very broad ranging and involve not only the legislatiorn that the
provincial eovernment is tryirg to pass, but a whole spectrum of
economiczl protlems associeted with the current recession. PMany
labour otcervers feel that the provinciel government has watched the
union bashing thet is teaking place in the private sector as a result
of numerous applications for decertifications and feel the time is _
rive for & change to the provincial labour code, Labour. feels that
if the goverrment opens the code, wholesale changes will result which
will eventually make Eritish Columbia a right to work province. This
fear aleong with a very hardline approach by the government against
not only labour but many orgenizaticns such as Human kights, Welfare
Rertalsran, etc., have created a situation that draws many people who
are diametrically opposed into & common dond. We have 1left wing
loonies in concert with "right wing old pensioners demonstrating
together ageinst legislation that is extremely broad ranging and

that touches many different lifestyles. BHBaving thus set the stage,
the government now finds itself as the foe of a whole cross section
of the populace which is very susceptitle to subversive influence.

4. Your comment that our target =zroups are playing only a peripreral
rcle and have e€ssentially jumped on the band wagon is probably an
over simplification of 2 very corplex situation. The left wingers
are, in ordinary times, fairly isolated and pigeon holed by their

own unions and lébour in eeneral. However, in times with issues such
as we have now, they are able to play a much more major role even
though they do not hold leadership roles. Ve should rot lose sight
of the fact that most of our rrincipals werk very energetically &nd
dllxgent]v ard now that they have access to many dlsgruntled
non=politically committed pecople, they can really wmwake hay . We
¥now, for instance, thatEfeorse HFWISON has & great

deal of influence in the Unemployed Groups and fairly well controls

a laree cash grant from the government to look after the unemployed.
Numerous teachers and construction workers have stated that although
their urions have made public statemernts that they have taken a
strike vote arnd were given a mandate by the membership to join in an
Cperation Solidarity strike, they were rot aware of and did not
participate in a vote. This type of activity by the union hierarchy
may or may not result from their politics and may or may notl be
considered subtversive.

5. Arnother peint which we must consider is the fact that we do not
heave a great deal of information about the current lebour situyatior,
We are aware that Art KUEE, President of the EC FEDERATION OF LAXOUR,
is the spokesperson for Solidarity, however, we do not know who heads
up the various committees; whko are the pressure groups from within
or without to set or change policy; and most of all, who makes tke

~~ final decisions within Solidarity. VWhat we do seem to have, is the
redia informetion surrounding labour”’s activities but absolutely no
concrete intelligence on which to tase our analysis.

€. TYour impressioné of the probebility for a gereral strike seens
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%k accurate, hcwever, the government has suegested that they will react

ko in a most stern manner ageinst public sector unions that strike

A illegally. 1t has teen stated that any teacher who walks out will

ks have their teaching privileges suspended in Eritish Columbia. A

Fox power struggle seems immirent and some have suggested that the

%% struggle is ir fact the death throws of organized ladour in the

ek vrovince.

LS

%% 7. TFollowing the first day cf strike by the BC teachers, escalation

*% of latour unrest seems inevitabdle. Tke estimated number of teachers

*% who refused to work on 19€3 11 g€ reached as high as &5 percent,

%3 however, most School Ecards have indicated that they will be applying

% for ar injuncticr sometime on 1983 11 9o. The provincial goverzment

ok has remained silent on any proposed actior since the teachers

w3 actually tegarn their job action.

sk

% &. On 1982 11 ¢g, Art KUBE stated publically that even if the

%% government amended its contraversial till allowing firing without

w3 cause, this would rot stoo the activities of Overation Solicdarity.

e . He suggested that now that the escelating strike has begun, there are

ks many irportant issues which have to be settled. He merntioned that

% .sociel justice ratters such as the re-establishment of the Human

*f Eights ¥rench and Eentalsman Office has now become a priority.

w3 €. Thke latour situatior in this orovince, under the baprer of

% * Operation Solidarity, appears row to have assumed the role of the

H3 officiel opvositon as well as the social corscience of the people of

s this province. Ve must reiterate that we do not know who or exactly

%%k what (otber than the obvious NIP) political parties are pulling the

H3k strings attached to XUPE end his Operstion Solidarity.

s

% 1¢. Turing the latter part of this week and next week, the labour

o action will be joined by Crown Corporatior Workers (BC Hydro, BC

3 . Ferries, etc.) Hospital and Eealth Care Workers and Pubdlic

* Transvortation workers, follcwed by the private .sector unions. It is
ok estimated that about 2¢¢,000 workers will be on the picket linmes

wu within this time frame. With the amourt of strikers growing daily

*% and the fact that we are now seeing the unions that have & very high

% putlic profile and which effect people’s daily lives, joining in the

%% fray, there is a mounting public hostility towards organized labour

% which creates the distinct possibility of picket line

confrontations. If the public peace is not now a concern to lay

enforcement agencies and the public welfare & corcern to government,

it is my orinion that both agencies will be forced into intermediary
— actior or a large scale. - o :

X%LFROM: .
: A.J. JOHNETON, Cpl. / A.L. CATONIO, S/Sgt.
Section Commander
‘D-2° Ops., BCASS
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